
T he SnpC'l'fund progrn.m wnB e.nncted by 
Coui.11·<>.ss in December 1980. Tbe lnw 
established a progrnm to investil?ate and 
initiJlte actions against 11ctual and potential 
relenses of hnm rdous chemiCJlls and other 
substances at sites tbroughout the United 
States. In 1986, Congress reauthorized 
Superfund and iucr'CfiBcd the size of the fund 
from $1.6 billion to S8.5 billion. The U.S. 
Environmental Protection A~cncy (EPA) 
administers the Superfund program in 
cooperntion ·with individual states. 

The Snpcrfund process can differ from each 
sit.e. There are usunlly six phases which 
begin when n site is ide..ntified nnd concluded 
with n final remedy. 

EPA monitors the site throughout the 
process. H at any time contamination 
becomes nn immediate threat to public 
health or the en\'irownei1t, EPA may 
conduct an emergency action, known as n 
removaJ action. 

EPA attempts to identify pnrties who may 
be teiraUy responsible for site contamination. 
Once identified; these parties are asked to 
participate in the investigation and remedial 
process. I( they do not aeree to participate, 
EPA may seek their participation through 
Jeplmeam. 

The EPA Re~on 6, Supemmd J•rogram bas 
established a toll free number to provide 
direct access to the general public and to 
iucreMe conunullity involvement in the 
Superfund Procram. 

Just dW 1-800-533--3508 
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Before WOli peopfo uudetstood bow certain 

wastl'?S mt2l1t th:rencen ).IUblic hetilth find the 
envkonmtnt, bawrdou1o waslts were oftt"n 
disposed ofat locations where they could either 
enter the ground. water, or,alr. Now these sites 
are beino brought to the ottentl-011 of F..PA by 
prlvnte dthens, a11d local and sU\ted a2encles .. 

A preJilllinary Inspection of the site ls c:ouducted 
by EPA or a smte ngency. Thf: site ls asstll1ed fur 
the presence of hazardous chemicals and other 
substances and their potenti nl impact on public 
health or the environment. 

lf JtPA finds tbnt a site poses a seriGus actual or 
potential threut to the conunuuJty, the site is 
phlced on the Nntfonnl Priorities List (NPL), a 
roste r of the nation's worst huardous waste sites. 
The NPL currently Includes more than 1,100 sites 
nationwide. 

EPA conducts a tw~art investigation of aU NPL 
sites. Tt1e first part, 11 remedJa) lnvestl&oUon. 
identifies contamination nnd site-related th~ts to 
the euvh"Ontnent and public health. The second 
part of the investJ&atlon, a feasJbilliy study; 
evaluat~ various approaches to addressfn& site 
rondltions. 

EPA selects a preferred remedy for tbe site from 
amone the alternatives presented in the feaslbWty 
study. After EPA recommends Its choice, the 
public. state and IOClll omdnls are given an 
oppot1Unlty to comment on it. After It considers 
the comments, EPA selects the final remedy for 
the site. 

Following tbe seloctlon of a finlll remed)', EPA 
deslgllS ond implements the chosen remedy. EPA 
negotiates with parties responsible for 
contaminotion oftbe site to deslgJl. implement and 
pay for the flnal remedy. EPA may, throuah legal 
action, later recover costs from the J"(ISponslbJe 
parties. 
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